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ALL: Judge Rudy Coleman, Marshall University class of 1968 graduate, speaks to a group of pre-law students in Foundation Hall’s Nate Ruffin Lounge on Friday. Coleman was in town to visit his alma mater and share his
experiences with those who plan to pursue law as a career.

Judge
gives
Coal mine to court room advice to
Marshall grad overcomes odds to succeed
MU students

By SHANE ARRINGTON

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
While Marshall University is a
home of sorts for many colors,
creeds and cultures, it does not
take to too long of a road trip to see
many parts of West Virginia are as
far from diverse as is possible.
Now imagine, if you can, growing
up in West Virginia coal country as
a young black man before the civil
rights movement.
Judge Rudy Coleman, a pioneer
for black Americans in the field of
law, did just that.
Coleman was raised in the Tams
coal camp in Raleigh County, West
Virginia. His father, a coal miner, instilled in his children early on the value
of education. Coleman said he knew
mining was a worthy profession, one
that put food on the table, but wished
a less harsh life for his children.
“My parents and my grandparents
wanted me, my siblings and my cousins to go to college, to do something
other than work in the mines,” Coleman said. “In Beckely, most people,
most males at least worked in the
mines and they didn’t want that for
us. They thought it was important
that we go on to be educated and have
some sort of professional career.”
And Coleman and his siblings did
just that. One of his older brothers
loved working with his hands and
made his living as a master bricklayer, while his younger brother
followed in his footsteps and graduated Marshall to pursue a career as
a credit manager. Coleman would
eventually attend Rutgers University
and receive his law degree, but everything was not what he had planned
after he graduated Marshall and left
West Virginia for New Jersey.
“I wanted to teach for a brief time
at least,” Coleman said. “It was my
intention to teach for a year or two
and then return to graduate school.
I had been accepted to Ohio State
in a romance languages doctoral
program, but after that year or two
I realized I enjoyed teaching and I
began to question whether I really
wanted to pursue the degree in romance languages.”
Coleman said he and his wife,
Marguerite, originally chose New

Jersey because of its proximity to
New York City. They figured if they
were going to live someplace for a
couple of years until he returned to
graduate school it might as well be
somewhere they could watch plays
and enjoy the other forms in entertainment the city offered.
“It turned out that at the time we
were too busy to take full advantage
of what the city had to offer, but
ultimately we ended up loving the
area and it gave me the opportunity

to attend school,” Coleman said. It
just turned out to be an ideal situation for me to move forward into a
different career.”
A rewarding career that Coleman
just retired from in March, after
practicing for more than 40 years.
A career that he said he thought
about for a while, but would perhaps have never pursued without a
push from his wife.
“She knew that I had a desire to go
to law school, but I kept saying ‘well
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I’d like to’ but I never did anything
about it,” Coleman said. She is the
one that actually made the request
for the application for the law school
admission test. Once I had that I
had to act on it. So I sat on the test
and applied to a number of schools,
including Harvard. I didn’t expect to
get in and of course I didn’t, but it
was one of those you had to at least
try for. But I was accepted to Rutgers, and that was an ideal situation
because we didn’t have to change
anything.”
Coleman said his grandfather
was not happy when he made his
decision to leave his teaching job
to study law. He said he referred
to lawyers as nothing more than
“crooks and scoundrels.” Coleman
made it his life’s work to prove those
words did not apply to him.
“And I said to him that I wanted
to show that need not be the case,”
Coleman said. “As a result of that,
a lot of my activities have involved
ethics and professional responsibility. I’ve always emphasized to my
law clerks and the people I’ve had
dealings with the importance of being an ethical person.”

See COLEMAN | Page 5
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THE PARTHENON
Marshall University students were recently given
the opporunity to speak to a
man who helped pioneer the
law career for black men and
women.
Rudy Coleman, retired N.J.
judge, first black president
of the Essex County, N.J.,
Bar Association and Marshall alumnus, shared his
experiences with pre-law
students and the Center for
African American Students
on Friday.
Coleman emphasized the
importance of hard work
and a good education.
“You have to work hard
to get ahead,” Coleman
said to a group of pre-law
students in Foundation
Hall’s Nate Ruffin Lounge.
“Don’t
limit
yourself
because you think your
background or school isn’t
good enough.
“When I started my summer internship, it was me,
another guy from Rutgers,
a guy from Yale, one from
Harvard and another guy
from Penn. When it was over
it was just me and the guy
from Penn.”
Coleman said his outperforming two Ivy League
students proved that in the
end it was the hard work of
the individual, not where
they received their degree
that mattered.
Maurice Cooley, director
of the Center for African
American Students and the
Society of Black Scholars,
said it was an honor to have
Coleman come and speak.
“These types of experiences
should
inspire
students,” Cooley said. “It
shows what possibilities are
available to them.”
The Parthenon can be
contacted at parthenon@
marshall.edu.
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Clinton: Romney’s campaign money poses threat
By NOAM N. LEVEY

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
WASHINGTON - A month
and a half before Election Day, President Barack
Obama is winning, former
President Bill Clinton said
Sunday, citing a raft of recent
polls that show Obama widening a lead in several key
swing states.
But Clinton said Romney’s
money advantage and Republican efforts in states around
the country to put more
restrictions on voting still
threaten Obama’s chances.

Libyan
militias
challenge
gov’t order

“Assuming the debates
are even a draw, I think the
president will win,” Clinton said CBS’a “Face the
Nation.” “But I think you
can’t know because of the
enormous financial advantage that Citizens United
gave to these Republican
super PACs and because
of the work they have done
and will do on Election Day
to try to reduce the number
of young people, first-generation immigrants, and
minorities voting.”
Clinton
said
Republicans are counting on lower

turnout that will match 2010,
when Republicans scored
major gains in the midterm
elections, retaking control of
the House and nearly retaking the Senate.
“They have a theory that
if ... the people who vote in
2012 look more like the 2010
electorate, then the folks
that elected the president in
the first place in 2008, that if
they can get enough of those
folks to stay home, they can
still win. So that’s why we got
to keep working on it.”
Clinton also predicted that
if Obama wins, Republicans

and Democrats will work
together to avert a major
budget crisis.
“As soon as this election’s
over, the incentives for gridlock will go way down and
the incentives for action will
go way up,” he said, noting
the imperative of acting to
avoid tax increases and major cuts in federal spending
that threaten the economy.
“It will force them to concentrate and I believe there
will be a lame-duck session of Congress in which
they will either reach the
beginnings of a budget

deal or more likely agree
to some sort of period of
time to avoid the fiscal cliff
and make the budget deal
then.”
Looking forward to the
election after this one, Clinton said he had “no earthly
idea” whether his wife,
Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton, will run for
president in 2016. She already
has said she does not intend
to serve a second term heading the State Department if
Obama is elected.
“She’s tired. She’s really
worked hard,” Clinton said.

“She wants to take some
time off, kind of regroup,
write a book.”
“We got a lot of able people in our party who want to
be president,” Clinton said.
“Got a lot of bright young
governors, we’ve got a lot of
other people will probably
run out of the Congress,”
but, he added, Hillary Clinton is “an extraordinarily
able person.”
“I just think, you know,
it’s a decision she’ll have
to make. But whatever she
does, I’m for her first, last
and always.”

Alpha Sigma Phi welcomes new pledges

By MEL FRYKBERG

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)
CAIRO - The Libyan government said late Saturday
that all of Libya’s militias
would be brought under government control or forced to
disband within 48 hours, but
was quickly challenged.
“We are disbanding all
armed groups that do not fall
under the authority of the government,” said Mohammed
Magarief, president of the General National Congress. “We
are also banning the use of violence and carrying of weapons
in public places. It is also illegal
to set up checkpoints.”
Within hours, however,
the government faced its
first challenge from some
of its insubordinate security
forces and the extrajudicial
militias.
On Saturday afternoon
Libya’s Tripoli Rixos hotel
was stormed by members
of the Supreme Security
Council _ an amalgamation
of security forces under the
jurisdiction of the interior
ministry _ who threatened to
blow it up. The Rixos Hotel is
a de facto headquarters for
the Libyan government.
The SSC men were angered by a lack of support
from the Defense Ministry
after fierce between the SSC
and alleged Moammar Gadhafi loyalists in the town of
Brak in central Libya.
Clashes between the two
groups started Wednesday
after SSC members tried to
arrest a number of Gadhafi
sympathizers who had been
celebrating Gadhafi’s “Fateh
Revolution Day” on Sept. 1.
Many of the SSC members
are Salafists and the group is
said to be sympathetic to the
Muslim Brotherhood.
In the arrest attempts,
they shot dead the sister
of a sympathizer as they
tried to arrest her brother
at their family home. During the fighting, six people,
mostly SSC members, were
killed. There was a lull in
the fighting on Thursday but
on Friday deadlier clashes
broke out again with the
death of 16 SSC members
and the wounding of 50.
During the week preceding the bloody confrontations,
tensions had been building in
the town after the alleged mistreatment of locals by the SSC.
The Libyan government
has been either unwilling or
unable to control the hundreds of armed militias that
still control large areas of
the country.

The new pledges of Alpha Sigma Phi in the Don Morris Room in the Memorial Student Center at Marshall University on Friday.
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Quaker group
backs Muslim
man in lawsuit
By MANYA A. BRACHEAR

Adan Farah Affey, 50, started out as
a young artist in the propaganda
department of the ruling party but
resigned because he wasn’t allowed
to depict the truth. As for Mohamed
Ali Tohow, 57, his real passion was
portraits, but he enjoyed his day job,
painting advertising billboards, until
the day the Islamists threatened to
kill him.
The walls of their garage studio are
decked out with giant canvases, ready
to hang in the streets of the capital.
One depicts a crowded city street
with men on bicycles or pushing
wheelbarrows, women in traditional
Somali dress, buildings free of bullet holes and destruction, and a giant
yellow sun like a beach ball. Its message is peace.
Another depicts a rural woman with

CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)
CHICAGO - A Muslim man
suing the U.S. government
over his terrorist status has
an unlikely ally in the legal
fight: Quakers.
The American Friends
Service Committee, a national Quaker organization,
joined Muhammad Salah
earlier this month in a federal lawsuit that challenges
the constitutionality of economic and other restrictions
placed on the Bridgeview,
Ill., resident since the U.S.
government labeled him
a
“specially
designated
terrorist.”
The group, as well as the
American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination
Committee,
alleges in the suit that the
unprecedented
restrictions infringe on their
First Amendment rights to
freedom of speech and association by forbidding any
assistance to Salah.
“One of our principle
tenets is we work in partnership with the most
vulnerable,” said Michael
McConnell, Midwest regional director for the
Quaker group. “Not being
able to work in some kind of
partnership or in connection
with Muhammad Salah is
against our core principles,
which are based on Quaker
principles of equality. The
American Friends Service
Committee believes everyone is of God, and because
of that there is that divine
spark that we can connect
with in any person.”
The
lawsuit
is
the

See ARTISTS | Page 5

See LAWSUIT | Page 5

ROBYN DIXON/LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT

After the Islamic militia Al Shabab abandoned the Somali capital of Mogadishu last year, a pro-peace group, the Center for Research and
Dialogue launched a project to promote peace through street art. Artist Ahmed Adde was given the job of tracking down all the famous
Somali artists, most of whom were in hiding.

Somalia guerrilla artists dare to paint reality
By ROBYN DIXON

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
MOGADISHU, Somalia - The guerrilla artists come out in the darkness
of the Mogadishu night. Three of
them are old hands with a brush, but
they’ve never been out on such a crazy
mission at a time when sensible people stay indoors.
They gather for work in a converted
garage, with a wildly paved floor and
clutter of paint pots dribbling gaudy
colors. Muhiyidin Sharif Ibrahim,
62, uses an old car seat as a chair, reflectively sharpening a pencil with a
razor, then honing it to a perfect point
by scraping it on the stone floor. He
delicately sketches out his next work
on a scrap of cardboard with his long,
thin fingers.
The artists paint by daylight, then
load the canvases on a big truck and,
with the help of students they’ve

taken under their wing, plant them
around the city.
No one here has seen anything like
it. The political paintings that pop up
every few days are like brave flags,
cheeky and revolutionary.
They take potshots at the most
dangerous people, like Somalia’s
blood-sodden clan warlords and its
ever-present Islamic militants, who
still maintain a shadowy presence
here.
The men have lived their lives in a
country with no tradition of artistic
freedom or democracy. When a tiny
window of freedom cracked open
in recent months in Mogadishu, it
seemed like a last chance to be who
they really wanted to be.
Ibrahim, who once was among Somalia’s most famous artists, claims
to have painted the first official portrait of the country’s first president.
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LEFT: Chef Jason Oesterreicher prepares a platter of fruit for his customers Thursday. RIGHT: Inside Chef Jason’s du Soir Bistro.
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Chef opens bistro in downtown Huntington
By DWIGHT JORGE

THE PARTHENON
A local chef is bringing a family atmosphere and his experience to downtown
Huntington with his first restaurant.
Chef Jason Oesterreicher, Executive Chef at
“Chef Jason’s du Soir Bistro,” opens what was
a nighttime bistro for lunch starting Monday.
The Bistro is located on 905 3rd Avenue,
across from Pullman Plaza.
Oesterreicher said when he was younger
he moved around a lot because his family
was in the military.
Eventually, he and his family settled down
in Point Pleasant, W.Va.
“When I was younger, all my family growing up owned restaurants,” Oesterreicher
said. “Especially my grandmother, she had
eight different restaurants. I kind of took it
on hereditary in a way.”
Oesterreicher said his mother was an artist and his father was in the construction
business. So he got the hands on from his father, the artistic style from his mother and
the cooking from his grandmother.

“I started working at the Iron Gate when
I was 14-years-old,” Oesterreicher said.
“From there I went to Charleston and
started working at Edgewood Country Club.
I worked with Brent Pauley, Executive Sous
Chef and Jeremy Still, Executive Chef.”
Oesterreicher said he gained valuable
hands-on experience from training inside the
kitchen. After his time at Edgewood, Oesterreicher went to The Greenbrier to further his
knowledge in the culinary arts.
“I went to The Greenbrier just to try to get
in, not trying to get into the program. I started
out as a second hand cook,” said Oesterreicher.
“They pick chefs from all over the world and
there is about 30 to 37. Out of all of them they
pick seven to be apprentices, and I was one of
them.”
Chef Jason’s du Soir Bistro is Oesterreicher’s first restaurant. Originally the
restaurant worked with Third and Ninth Deli
to split costs, but with the closing of Third
and Ninth, Oesterreicher’s bistro will begin
serving a lunch menu starting Monday.
“At times, it can be very hectic; it takes a lot

of time,” Oesterreicher said. “For me, you have
to love what you do. You can’t just like it, especially to be a chef. When people call themselves
chef, you have to eat, sleep and dream about it.
My wife says in my sleep, I talk about cheesecake falling.”
Oesterreicher said he wanted to bring
the art of culinary back to cooking. He also
wants to be able to show customers the work
that goes into preparing a dish.
“My grandmother would make stocks and
soups from scratch. Everybody now is about
fast food and how fast they can get it,” Oesterreicher said. “There are ways of making food
quickly from scratch, and it’s a lot healthier
for you. That’s one thing we are going to do,
everything in this restaurant is made from
scratch.”
Chef Jason’s du Soir Bistro serves a Mediterranean French cuisine. The new lunch menu
will include dishes such as Chef Jason’s Signature Gumbo, The Bistro Beef and Crab Cakes.
“We try to cater to every person, you’re not
just an order,” Oesterreicher said. “I go to
the table, and I talk to the customer. I find out

LEFT: Outside of Chef Jason’s du Soir Bistro on Third Avenue near Pullman Square. CENTER, RIGHT: Chef Jason Oesterreicher prepares food in the kitchen.
page designed and edited by RACHEL FORD | ford80@marshall.edu

what they like, and, if something is wrong, I
want to take care of it at the table.
That way the next time they come in, it will
be corrected and maybe even better.”
The bistro features an open kitchen, which
was important to Oesterreicher.
“I can’t stand when you go to a restaurant,
and you don’t know what’s going on behind the kitchen door,” Oesterreicher said.
“That’s why we put the kitchen out front, so
you can see everything.”
Having the kitchen in the open creates a
teaching atmosphere for those who are interested in learning about food.
“If you go get a Beef Wellington at a
restaurant, you think oh it tastes good,
but you don’t really realize what goes into
that,” Oesterreicher said. “It takes hours
of preparation, so we do the preparation
out front here so people can see it, and
to see how much we care about the food,
which it makes them respect the food a
little bit more.”
Dwight Jorge can be contacted at jorge@
marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

Which social network do you
prefer?

The following are the results from the most recent poll
question: What new television show are you looking forward to the
most?

n Facebook
n Twitter
n Tumblr
n MySpace

n The Last Resort
n Elementary
n The Mindy Project
n Revolution
n Other

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

15% - 4 votes
22% - 6 votes
0% - 0 votes
22% - 6 votes
41% 11 votes

Visit marshallparthenon.com to share your opinion.
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CONTACT US
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Editorial

All people are not created the same

At some point in your life there is a good chance someone
said “you can be whatever you want to be” or “you can do
whatever you set your mind to.”
Well, that is a lie.
The world only needs so many doctors, lawyers, architects and computer programmers before it starts needing
people to clean floors, make coffee and make sure all the
paperwork is organized.
And you know what, there’s nothing wrong with any of
those jobs.
The problem is, somewhere along the way we are told
some jobs are more prestigious than others. It has been
drilled into our heads that a surgeon is better than the
person handing them the scalpel, or the businessperson
is better than the ones working their butts off when the
sun goes down to make sure their office is clean the next
morning.
Again, that is a lie.
The surgeon would be in trouble without their assistant

and, let us be honest, probably not many high-ranking businesspeople know to check the light fixtures for dust.
Drive has a lot to do with people getting where they end
up in life – one can argue ambition is the strongest factor.
But the desire to obtain a certain piece of the pie can only
get you so far. In the end, some people are just more suited
to certain tasks than others.
Now, that is not to say that any piece is better than the
other, just that not every person is born with the talent for
every one of them.
There may be people who want with all their heart to be
physicists because “The Big Bang Theory” makes them look
really smart and awesome, but what if they are terrible at
math and science? But what if they are a wizard with words?
They can study all day long, and may get a pretty good grasp
on E=MC2, but in the end if they do not have that innate
spark, chances are pretty good they will not be a physicist.
But their gift of putting pen to paper may make them an
award-winning journalist.

Column

Fuel economy
improvements a
good prospective
By IAN TIMBERLAKE

IOWA STATE U. VIA UWIRE
Depending on what news you were reading, Aug. 27
might be a strong indicator as to whom you will vote for
come November. The opening day of the Republican National Convention, President Barack Obama announced
he finalized his plan to raise Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency to 54.5 mpg by 2025.
In the works since 2009, by the end of 2012 automakers
are to have an average fleet fuel economy of 28.7 mpg; currently, they all are exceeding that standard at 28.9 mpg.
Vehicle gas emissions are estimated to drop 50 percent
while reducing fuel consumption by approximately 40 percent by 2025. According to the White House, $1.7 trillion
(or as Obama puts it, “that’s trillion, with a ‘t.’”) will be
saved by families in gas costs alone and $8,000 through the
lifetime of each vehicle. By 2016 the industry is planned to
be up to an average of 35.5 mpg.
Obama, alongside all major automaker CEOs, stated in
2011: “This agreement on fuel standards represents the
single-most important step we’ve ever taken as a nation to
reduce our dependence on foreign oil. … The companies
here today have endorsed our plan to continue increasing
the mileage on their cars and trucks over the next 15 years.
We’ve set an aggressive target, and the companies here are
stepping up to the plate.”
Mind you, this was an agreement struck between the
Obama Administration and automakers, as Obama put it:
“This agreement was arrived at without legislation. You
are all demonstrating what can happen when people put
aside differences — these folks are competitors, you’ve got
labor and business, but they decided, we’re going to work
together to achieve something important and lasting for
the country.”
A nonprofit organization called Ceres was teamed up
with Citi Investment Research to conduct a study to assess the economic implications of such a massive plan.
The first thing that was noticed was that “higher standards mean higher profits.” It also found that Obama’s
plan would lead to 484,000 new jobs in 49 states.
Walter McManus, research professor at Oakland U.,
analyzed the data. He found that by 2020, $2.44 billion
will be brought into U.S. automakers just because of the
increased standards and that all automakers will see an
increase of $4.76 billion. He also proclaimed all American
automotive industries will then become more competitive
internationally, which is important for our need to start
selling more goods overseas.
Those who claim the technology is not there are simply
misinformed. Mitt Romney’s campaign representative
Andrea Saul said: “Gov. Romney opposes the extreme
standards that President Obama has imposed, which will
limit the choices available to American families. … The
president tells voters that his regulations will save them
thousands of dollars at the pump but always forgets to
mention that the savings will be wiped out by having to
pay thousands of dollars more upfront for unproven technology that they may not even want.”

Column

Morons and Sam Baciles
By JOSHUA B. LIPSON

HARVARD U. VIA UWIRE
Although it seems unlikely that “The Innocence
of Muslims” will be nearly
as impactful as Mohamed
Bouazizi’s
fateful
selfimmolation in 2010, the
wave of violence across
the Islamic world since its
dissemination has thrown
Western observers for a
loop. In the wake of Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens’
murder in Benghazi, a multitiered narrative has emerged
in the American press, drawing together repudiations of
the film, passionate defenses
of free speech, and questions
as to whether American policymakers have any control
over events on the ground.
And while it’s clear that
there is more than enough
blame to go around, one
emerging story of culpability
might be most illustrative. In
early press correspondences,
a man identifying himself
as Sam Bacile, an “Israeli
Jew” living in California,
claimed to have produced
the film with the support of
“100 Jewish donors.” Just as
American Jews had begun
to reconcile themselves to
the unfortunate truth—despite lingering suspicions:
since when is Bacile a Jewish name?—the Associated
Press reported the Bacile
identity to be nothing more

than an alias for Nakoula
Basseley Nakoula, a Christian
Egyptian-American
at the helm of the film’s
production.
We cannot be sure what
motivated Nakoula to pose
as an Israeli Jew, but the
damage wrought by his subterfuge cannot be undone.
As the Wall Street Journal
and Associated Press spread
word that a Jewish cadre had
financed a film mocking the
Muslim prophet Mohammed, rioters accepted the
news as further validation of
a global Zionist conspiracy—
a ubiquitous, hate-filled
theme in the political discourse of the Middle East.
However, the takeaway
from Nakoula’s false selfidentification is a less tired
one: to quote a friend’s
paraphrase of a common Republican refrain,
Nakoula and his fundamentalist Christian supporters
“threw Israel [and Jews] under the bus,” assuming the
reality of a fictive common
interest in inciting Islamic
fundamentalist riots. And
although no measure of religious offense should entail
a violent response, Nakoula’s selfish mistake makes
a stark point about the
problem of Christian fundamentalists claiming the
mantle of America’s Israel
policy.
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Despite
the
appearances of the Christian
Zionist movement, there
exists a profound variance
between the interests of the
Christian right and those of
American Jews on questions
of religious plurality and
Middle East policy. Unlike
Nakoula, Pastor Terry Jones,
and the throngs of conservatives up in arms about a
creeping Islamic takeover of
the United States, the Public
Religion Research Institute
suggests that American Jews
are exceptionally tolerant of
their Muslim neighbors.
Moreover, against the
theory of an unquestioning Israel lobby, American
Jews are more likely than the
general American public to
support pro-peace policies
with regard to the resolution
of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Working with thousands of responses, the
Jewish Values Report recorded that American Jews
were significantly more
likely both to prefer diplomacy to military means and
to support the enactment of
a two-state solution than the
average American.
These nuanced, pro-peace
opinions come because of,
rather than despite, the
Jewish community’s deep
concern for Israel’s security—a claim you might not
believe if you let the Christian

right and its Nakoulas speak
for Jews. Earlier this year,
biblically-motivated rightwing lawmakers in both
Florida and South Carolina’s
state legislatures passed
resolutions calling for Israel’s annexation of the West
Bank, citing the interests of
the great powerbroker in the
sky. During the Republican
primary season, both Rick
Santorum and Newt Gingrich demonstrated their
sincerest solidarity by delusionally suggesting that
Palestinians don’t exist.
It is easy to make sweeping, millenarian statements
about Islam and Middle
East foreign policy when
you don’t have any skin in
the game: no matter how
hot things get on the street
in Benghazi, Cairo, or East
Jerusalem, Terry Jones and
the South Carolina Republican Party will be just fine.
For many American Jews,
the unmaking of Israel as
a Jewish state or the cessation of its peace treaty
with Egypt would be a
personal tragedy—putting
into harm’s way millions
of brothers, sisters, and
cousins. Moreover, as a
community that can palpably remember the yoke of
persecution, most American Jews have no interest in
making the lives of American Muslims difficult.
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“I want to show the people how bad the troubles were,” says artist Muhiyidin Sharif Ibrahim, pictured above, of Mogadishu, Somalia.

Artists

Continued from Page 2
a generous basket of fruit, a pretty red
necklace and a wisp of hair straying
idly from under her head scarf. There’s
an undercurrent of socialist realism in
its idyllic vision of rural womanhood
and agricultural bounty. But the woman’s lush beauty would be enough to
get an artist killed if it was displayed in
an area controlled by al-Shabab, the alQaida-linked militia that until recently
imposed a reign of terror on Mogadishu
and still controls much of the country’s
south. Al-Shabab believes women must
be fully covered in billowing garments.
As Mogadishu slowly staggered back
onto its feet, a nongovernmental organization, the Center for Research and
Dialogue, developed a plan to commission its artists to paint posters
promoting peace, and provide support
for their work.
Ahmed Adde, 45, was given the task
of tracking down the well-known artists
from the old days. Adde, an artist himself, didn’t know whether they were alive,
dead or had fled. When he got in touch
with them, they tried to brush him off.
“The old man was afraid,” Adde says,
referring to Ibrahim. “Actually, we were
all afraid. We were reluctant.”
“I’ve seen their trouble, how they’re
harassing people and killing people,”
Ibrahim breaks in, referring to the
Shabab, which still carries out regular
suicide bombings and political assassinations in Mogadishu, even though it
has fled the city.
Still, Ibrahim says he is optimistic. “I
want to return to my career,” he says,

offering his shy, gap-toothed smile like
a gift. “I want to show the people how
bad the troubles were and how bad
the wars were and how bad it is when
everything’s destroyed. That’s the message we’re going to send to people.”
Ibrahim never finished high school,
but was plucked from obscurity as a
talented artist, given a post in the government’s Information Ministry and
promoted because of his abilities.
He was 19 when Maj. Gen. Mohamed
Siad Barre, or Comrade Siad, as he was
known, seized power. The dictator’s cult
of personality meant there was plenty
of work for artists, who would paint
him in Stalinist poses, looking serious
and stately, or laughing, or holding children and looking paternal. But artistic
freedom was a mirage.
“I painted Barre hundreds of times.
There had to be a portrait of him in
every office. People were constantly
coming saying, ‘I want a portrait of the
president,’” Ibrahim says. “You had to
be careful. You had to try to make him
as handsome as possible. You had to
paint him looking elegant. You could
not show any signs of age.
“You’d attempt it many times. Before
you showed people, you had to check it
again and again.”
After Barre was ousted in 1991, all
semblance of governance disappeared,
clan warlords held sway, and the only
way to make a living was to paint
shop-front signs and advertisements. A
transition government controlled little
territory. Then came al-Shabab, which
won control of most of the country in
2009 and banned the depiction of the
living form as un-Islamic.
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Ibrahim went into hiding, but in
secret he kept painting his favorite
subject, camels, which in Somali’s oral
poetic tradition have always represented nationhood: tough, independent
and willful. He worked in a little room
at home, hiding his art, which he covertly sent to friends overseas.
“I had to do it. I had a will and a passion to draw. It’s something that comes
from the heart,” he says.
Affey practiced and practiced drawing as a boy. It was only when people
began praising his work that he realized he was an artist. He got a job as a
political cartoonist in the propaganda
department of Barre’s Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party, but didn’t last
long. When he tried to lampoon the
problems of clanism and nepotism, he
was ordered to stop. He resigned and
tried farming for a while.
After the collapse of the state in 1991,
he barely eked out a living drawing political cartoons for magazines, and says
his marriage failed because there was
never any money.
From then on, artists worked on a
knife edge.
“We were free to do posters and draw
cartoons, but you had to be very careful
not to insult somebody,” says his colleague, Tohow. “I had to consider what
I was doing.”
After years of war, famine and plunder by warlords, radical Islamists
began to emerge around 2000, including
groups that later morphed into the Shabab. In some cases, the Islamic leaders
improved security. But after a while,
their harsh punishments and rigid social control made them unpopular.

latest example of a religious organization suing
the government over laws
or regulations it believes
oppress liberties. Earlier
this year, Catholic and
evangelical
institutions
sued the Obama administration for requiring them
to offer health insurance
that covers the cost of contraception _ to be sure a
far different issue than the
Quakers raised.
The lawsuit is an unusual tactic for Quakers,
who generally avoid litigation. But when its calls
went unreturned from the
U.S. Treasury Department,
McConnell said, the group
thought it had no choice.
“We’d much rather talk
with people and try to resolve conflicts outside the
court system,” he said.
Spokesmen for the U.S.
Treasury and Justice departments did not return
calls.
Salah, 59, a U.S. citizen
of Palestinian descent, was
acquitted by a federal jury
in 2007 of conspiring to
support Hamas extremists
but sentenced to 21 months
in prison for lying under
oath in written answers he
gave in a lawsuit filed by
the family of an American
student killed in a Hamas
shooting in Israel. He was
released in 2009.
Since the U.S. government designated him as
a terrorist in 1995 while
he was incarcerated in an
Israeli military prison,
Salah has been prohibited
from buying virtually anything _ including food and
clothing, according to his
lawsuit. He also cannot
make regular donations to
charity _ called “zakat” _
infringing on his religious
liberty, his lawyers argue. It
also is a crime for U.S. citizens and groups to provide
him anything, even medical
services, they said.
His attorneys think he is
the only resident U.S. citizen living under such harsh
restrictions.
David Cole, a constitutional law professor at
Georgetown University in
Washington and a member of Salah’s legal team,
said the impact on groups

such as the Quakers shows
how unfair regulations can
damage even others.
“Their participation in
the case ... illustrates the
extraordinary breadth of
the legal straitjacket that
has been put on Muhammad Salah,” Cole said.
While free to advocate on
Salah’s behalf without consulting him, Quakers want
to be able to communicate
or partner with him so their
advocacy does not unintentionally undermine his cause.
“We’re not going to go
into a community without
talking to the people involved,” McConnell said.
“We’re not the kind of
model that says, ‘We’ve got
the answers. We’re going
to come in and implement
it.’ We talk to folks most
affected.”
Quakers, or the Religious Society of Friends,
are Christians whose traditions date to the mid-17th
century and are best known
for their pacifist theology.
But they consider equality
to be just as important a
principle, McConnell said.
“We have this tenet in our
belief that no one is our enemy and we need to reach
across and try to understand our opponents,” he
said. “We’ve been in places
where the United States has
felt these are our enemies.
We’ve always tried to reach
out because to us they’re
people first.”
On Thursday, Quakers and other people of
faith marched outside the
Dirksen U.S. Courthouse
while calling for an end to
a Justice Department investigation of 23 anti-war
activists whose homes and
offices in Chicago, Minnesota and Michigan were
raided two years ago.
“One has the right or
the liberty to be faithful to one’s conscience,”
said Newland Smith, who
helped organize the rally
and has been active in the
Episcopal Diocese of Chicago’s peace and justice
committee for years. “Because of this war on terror,
there’s always been a tension between honoring civil
liberties and also providing
security. I’m aware of that.
But I still think Americans
do have a right to stand up
and speak.”

Coleman

Continued from Page 1
Coleman said he feels he has stayed
true to his desire to maintain ethics throughout his career. He said he
also impresses on those around him
the importance of keeping your head
when challenged and staying fair
and balanced when things get tough,
something perhaps not easy to do
considering the time period Coleman
grew up in.
“I was aware, certainly, of the disparity
of the civil rights arena in the early 60s,”
Coleman said. “You couldn’t help but to
see the conflict that existed where people
were trying simply to have a decent place
to live or attempting to register to vote
or taking other steps that one would accept as a right for another person to have.
I thought that through law, those rights
could be secured and advanced.”
Coleman said that he never really felt
the harsh sting of racism on Marshall’s
campus, a fact he said he’s grateful for.
The situation out in town however, was
a little different.
“When my wife and I got married
here in Huntington we had difficulty
finding a place to live,” Coleman said.
“There were instances where we had
called about a place and when we went
to see it we were told it had already
been rented when initially we were told
it was vacant and we could see it.
“Those types of things made me realize that you could use the law to enforce
rights which had not yet been recognized, but which I believed would be.”
Coleman went on to say that while
he did not put him in situations to
put the lives of himself or his family
on the line, he realized the law was a
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Judge Rudy Coleman, Marshall University class of 1968 graduate, speaks to a group of pre-law
students in Foundation Hall’s Nate Ruffin Lounge on Friday. Coleman was in town to visit his
alma mater and share his experiences with those who plan to pursue law as a career.
way he could make a real difference
behind the scenes. He said by working hard, he ensured he was qualified
when a situation to pursue opportunities presented themselves. In this way
he feels he made an impact by being a
good example to those also looking to
break down barriers and pursue their
dreams.
“The major firms in New Jersey did
not have black attorneys in their employ,” Coleman said. “Certainly there
were very few, if any, that had black
partners until I came along.”
Coleman emphasized he didn’t “just
come along,” that he realizes while
his hard work and dedication played a
large role in his success, luck and being
in the right place at the right time also
had a significant impact on his success.
He also said he did not know if his
firm, Carpenter, Bennett & Morrissey
in Newark, N.J., even thought they were

doing something special at the time,
but by refusing to deny him the opportunities others may have, proved
sometimes, without a lot of fanfare, a
lot can be done to advance an issue.
Coleman was also named the first
black president of the Essex County
Bar Association, an organization with a
membership of about 3,000 law practitioners. Coleman said it is those types
of things that serve to encourage other
black men and women to believe they
can go further in the law profession.
Coleman has accomplished much in
his long career using law as a tool to
shape the world, many firsts for black
Americans. When talking about his
success he always comes back to two
things – his family for always encouraging him and his siblings to follow their
hearts - and luck.
Shane Arrington can be contacted at
arrington16@marshall.edu.
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Big win in Texas, defense still in shambles

By JEREMY JOHNSON

SPORTS EDITOR
The Thundering Herd
edged out Rice University
in a 54-51 double overtime
victory Saturday at Rice
Stadium.
With the win, the Herd
picked up their first win in
the state of Texas. The team
was previously 0-8 in the
Lone Star state thanks to a
healthy run game.
Marshall recorded 334
yards on the ground to go
along with six rushing touchdowns. This is a significant
turnaround from the 59
yards rushing against Ohio
University.
The Herd running game, if
sustained for the remainder
of the season, will provide a
huge lift off of quarterback
Rakeem Cato’s shoulders.
Cato needed a mere 259
passing, 148 yards less than
his average this season, to
pick up the win.
Offensively, the Herd continues to grow and move in
the right direction.
Flip sides of the ball and
the defensive struggles
keep piling up. Remember the week one matchup
against the Mountaineers
and the missed tackles in
that game. Well the Herd
improved in that area, but
the defense still seems to
not be gelling.
Yes, the Herd defense did
make a stop at the end of
regulation to force the Owls
to kick a field goal to send
it into overtime, instead of
succeeding the touchdown
that would have capped a
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Marshall University’s starting safety Okechukwu Okoroha tackles West
Virginia’s running back Andrew Buie during the Friends of Coal Bowl on
Sept. 1. Okoroha is second on the team in tackles with 38.
victory for Rice. But the
false start on Rice moved
the ball from second and
goal at the 1-yard line to
the 6-yard line. Marshall
was able to hold the Owls
to a field goal in the second overtime that enabled
the Herd offense a chance
to win the game and did
so with a Remi Watson
touchdown.
What the Herd defense
was not able to stop was the
Owls offense for the first 59
minutes of the game.
Rice accumulated 647
yards of total offense, outgaining the Herd by 54 yards.
The Owls quarterback, Taylor McHargue, threw for 314
yards and three touchdowns,
while also rushing for 153
yards and a TD.
Marshall’s
defense

allowed 10 plays, including
overtime, to go for more
than 20 yards. Four of those
went for more than 40 yards,
with the longest being a 50yard touchdown pass to Sam
McGuffie.
Marshall stands at 1-0 in
Conference USA play, but if
the Herd wants to continue
putting tallies in the win
column, the defense will
have to limit the big plays,
force three-and-outs and
put pressure on opposing
quarterbacks.
Every C-USA win is big,
and Marshall will take it, but
if the defense does not sure
up some things the Herd will
have a tough road ahead of
them.
Jeremy Johnson can be
contacted at johnson783@
marshall.edu.

MU women’s soccer spilts
pair of weekend games
By JEREMY JOHNSON

SPORTS EDITOR
Marshall University women’s soccer team
lost 2-1 to Colorado College on Friday, before
returning the field Sunday to grab a 4-1 win
over UTEP. The two games were Marshall’s
first Conference USA games of the season.
The Herd jumped out early against the Tigers of Colorado College as senior Chelsey
Maiden scored in the (4’) minute to give the
Herd an early 1-0. In the 64th minute Colorado College’s Jessie Ayers tied the game up
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Senior Chelsey Maiden battles for the ball against a
UTEP Miners player during Sunday’s 4-1 win. Maiden
scored one goal Firday night against Colorado
College and two against the Miners.

with a shot from just outside the penalty box.
Ayers would strike again in the 80th minute
with what proved to be the match-winning
goal.
Marshall’s goalkeeper, Lindsey Kerns
recorded six saves, while the Tiger’s goalkeeper Kate Scheele made four.
The Herd dropped their conference opener,
but rebounded on Sunday with a 4-1 victory
over fellow C-USA foe the UTEP Miners.
Maiden, a senior from Vienna, W.Va.,
added goals in the game bringing her weekend total to three goals and a team leading
five on the season.
“She (Chelsey) is solid, she is speed and
she is eager to score,” said Head Coach
Kevin Long. “She has had good build up
to her senior year. Hardwork in the weight
room and hardwork getting better as a soccer player and we are starting to see all
those peices come together. She is doing a
great job.”
The other two goals against the Miners
came from the foot of freshman Erin Simmons who is the other Herd teammate with
five goals on the season.
Marshall has logged 18 goals on the season. That is one more than the Thundering
Herd put in the net all of last season.
“To pull one and one in conference this
early and .500 overall. We like where we are
sitting right now,” Long said. “We are in control of what we can control.”
With the win the Thundering Herd improved to (5-5-0, 1-1-0 CUSA). Marshall’s next
games will be against UAB on Friday and a
trip to Memphis on Sunday.
Jeremy Johnson can be contacted at johnson783@marshall.edu.
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